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The Mercy of God 

 

          This morning I want you all to just sit back and try to dream up a little something 

for me. Can you imagine the scene of a real wild party? The partiers are all teenagers, 

and they are having one heck of a time. Their parents are out of town. The music is wild 

and blaring, and the teens are all jumping around. The beer is flowing freely and the 

house is really rocking on its foundation. It’s almost as if the place had been struck by 

an earthquake. And then – all of a sudden – a car pulls into the driveway. Yes, you 

guessed it! Mom and Dad have returned at a time their children least expected it. I do 

not need to go into detail about the rest of this story. You know what happened, don’t 

you? 

     Well, in our gospel this morning Jesus is trying to help us realize a very similar story. 

It is a story not necessarily about someone else, but it is a story we may very well find 

ourselves living out in the leading role. Here is how it goes: 

     The master of the house has gone away. He has been gone a lot longer than his 

servants expected him to be. They got bored and restless and they said to one another, 

‘Our master has been gone a long time. And there is no telling when he will be coming 

back. So, let’s party! Let’s live it up! 

     And they began to eat and drink like gluttons and drunkards. Soon they are even 

fighting with one another. Then, guess what? The master pulls into the driveway in his 

Rolls Royce sedan right at the heart of this party. It was at a time no one was expecting 

him. And believe me, he was a real ‘party pooper’. I am sure you all know everyone 

who is going to be in the unemployment line tomorrow morning. So, I think the 

message for all of us is very clear. Jesus says, “Stay awake. The Son of Man is coming at 

a time you least expect Him.”  

     We all believe in the love and mercy of God. But let’s be sensible about it. None of us 

has been given a free pass to sin, while forgetting about all the responsibilities that go 

with it. What we have to do is clean up our act. And do it quickly. And then we must 

always keep asking ourselves, ‘Is that a car I hear stopping in my driveway?’ 

 

*Inspired by Matthew 24:42-51 


